
Grade 3 and 4 – Junior Gifted and Talented 

Unit Title Faces in the Crowd 

Time frame First Marking Period (10 weeks) 

21
st
 Century Themes http://www.p21.org/documents/P21_Framework_Definitions.pdf 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Math, Science, Language Arts 

Stage 1: Integrate essential questions, big ideas and learning targets, 

and ensure it can be differentiated and assessed 

 

Essential Questions  Big Ideas 

 How can we reach our highest 
potential? 

 How can we work together as a team? 

 How can we work collaboratively to 
solve problems? 

 How can juniors take a leadership 
position? 

 Team building activities 

 Brain teasers 

 Students identify individual strengths 
and weaknesses 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to; 

 Develop problem solving skills 

 Develop brainstorming skills 

 Develop skills to work individually and collaboratively 

 

Assessment 
What task(s) will allow students the opportunity to respond to the unit question? 

What will constitute acceptable evidence of understanding? How will students show what they have understood? 

 Oral participation 

 Individual/ group performance 

 Rubric 

Differentiation 

How will differentiated instruction be incorporated into the unit? 

 Modality – satisfy multiple intelligences 

 Readiness – assess for prior knowledge 

http://www.p21.org/documents/P21_Framework_Definitions.pdf


Stage 2: Backward planning: from the assessment to the learning 

activities through inquiry 

Content Standards 

What state content standards are to be addressed? 

http://www.njcccs.org/Worldclassstandards.aspx 

9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills All students will demonstrate the creative, critical 

thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both 

global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 

A. Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 

9.1.4.A.1. Recognize a problem and brainstorm ways to solve the problem individually or 

collaboratively.  

9.1.4.A.2.Apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills in classroom and family 

settings.  

9.1.4.A.3.Use data accessed on the Web to inform solutions to problems and the 

decision-making process.                                                                                          

9.1.4.A.4.Determine when the use of technology is appropriate to solve 

problems.               

9.1.4.A.5.Evaluate available resources that can assist in solving problems.  

B. Creativity and Innovation 

9.1.4.B.1. Participate in brainstorming sessions to seek information, ideas, and strategies 

that foster creative thinking.   

C. Collaboration, Teamwork, and Leadership 

9.1.4.C.1.Practice collaborative skills in groups, and explain how these skills assist in 

completing tasks in different settings (at home, in school, and during play). 

Approaches to Learning 

How will this unit contribute to the overall development of subject-specific and general skills? 

Team building in this unit will highlight the student’s characteristics. 

Learning Experiences 

How will students know what is expected of them? Will 
they see examples, rubrics, templates, etc.? 
How will students acquire the knowledge and practise 
the skills required? How will they practise applying 
these? 
Do the students have enough prior knowledge? 

Teaching Strategies 

How will we use formative assessment to give students feedback 

during the unit? 

What different teaching methodologies will we employ? 

How are we differentiating teaching and learning for all? Have we 
considered those learning in a language other than their mother 
tongue? Have we considered those with special educational 
needs? 

 Teacher modeling/expressing 
expectations 

 Constructing and understanding Rubrics 
 
 

 Direct instruction 

 Interdisciplinary activities 

 Cooperative learning activities 

 Reinforcement and remediation  

Resources 
What resources are available to us? 
How will our classroom environment, local environment and/or the community be used to facilitate students’ experiences during 
the unit? 

 Brainteasers books 

 Teacher made evaluation sheet done by students to indicate their strengths and weaknesses 
 

http://www.njcccs.org/Worldclassstandards.aspx


Grade 3 and 4– Junior Gifted and Talented 

Unit Title Finding the Pieces of the Puzzle 

Time frame Second Marking Period (10 weeks) 

21
st
 Century Themes http://www.p21.org/documents/P21_Framework_Definitions.pdf 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration 

Math, Science, Language Arts, Visual/Performing Arts, Technology 

 

Stage 1: Integrate essential questions, big ideas and learning targets,  

and ensure it can be differentiated and assessed 
 

 

Essential Questions  Big Ideas 

 How will we solve a problem following 
specific rules and constraints? 

 What strategies are essential to solving 
the problem? 

 Research/gain background knowledge 
of topic 

 Use information to make decisions on 
ways to solve the problem 

 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to; 

  Work collaboratively to solve problems  

 Distinguish between relevant and non-relevant 
information 

 Begin to solve problems using various strategies 

 Apply dialogue to story 

 
 
 

Assessment 
What task(s) will allow students the opportunity to respond to the unit question? 
What will constitute acceptable evidence of understanding? How will students show what they have understood? 

 Formal/informal teacher observation 

 Oral participation 

 Individual/group performance 

 Mid-year evaluation 

Differentiation 

How will differentiated instruction be incorporated into the unit? 

 Hands-on activities  

 Modality- satisfy the multiple intelligences 

 Applying responsibility-connect each student’s ability/strength to the task. 

 
 

http://www.p21.org/documents/P21_Framework_Definitions.pdf


Stage 2: Backward planning: from the assessment to the learning 

activities through inquiry 

Content Standards 

What state content standards are to be addressed? 

http://www.njcccs.org/Worldclassstandards.aspx 

9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills All students will demonstrate the creative, critical 

thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both 

global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 

A. Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 

9.1.4.A.1. Recognize a problem and brainstorm ways to solve the problem individually or 

collaboratively.  

9.1.4.A.2. Apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills in classroom and family 

settings.  

9.1.4.A.3. Use data accessed on the Web to inform solutions to problems and the 

decision-making process.                                                                                          

9.1.4.A.4. Determine when the use of technology is appropriate to solve 

problems.               

9.1.4.A.5. Evaluate available resources that can assist in solving problems.  

B. Creativity and Innovation 

9.1.4.B.1. Participate in brainstorming sessions to seek information, ideas, and strategies 

that foster creative thinking.   

C. Collaboration, Teamwork, and Leadership 

9.1.4.C.1.Practice collaborative skills in groups, and explain how these skills assist in 

completing tasks in different settings (at home, in school, and during play). 

Approaches to Learning 
How will this unit contribute to the overall development of subject-specific and general skills? 

This unit will foster divergent thinking and utilize deductive reasoning. 

Learning Experiences 

How will students know what is expected of them? Will 
they see examples, rubrics, templates, etc.? 
How will students acquire the knowledge and practise 
the skills required? How will they practise applying 
these? 
Do the students have enough prior knowledge? 

 

Teaching Strategies 

How will we use formative assessment to give students feedback 

during the unit? 

What different teaching methodologies will we employ? 
How are we differentiating teaching and learning for all? Have we 
considered those learning in a language other than their mother 
tongue? Have we considered those with special educational 
needs? 

 Based on teacher observation of students 
in group work, oral feedback will be 
given to the student/group 

 Direct instruction 

 Interdisciplinary activities 

 Cooperative learning activities 

 Reinforcement and remediation 

Resources 
What resources are available to us? 
How will our classroom environment, local environment and/or the community be used to facilitate students’ experiences during 
the unit? 

 Internet 

 Books 

 Problem solving program 

 
 

 
  

http://www.njcccs.org/Worldclassstandards.aspx


Grade 3 and 4 – Junior Gifted and Talented 

Unit Title Action Speaks 

Time frame Third Marking Period (10 weeks) 

21
st
 Century Themes http://www.p21.org/documents/P21_Framework_Definitions.pdf 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration 

Math, Science, Language Arts, Visual/Performing Arts, Technology 

 

Stage 1: Integrate essential questions, big ideas and learning targets, 

and ensure it can be differentiated and assessed 

 

 

Essential Questions  Big Ideas 

 How can we convey a solution to a 
problem through a performance? 

 How and what will we design and 
construct? 

 Design/build sets and props 

 Demonstrate solution to the problem 
with a performance 

 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to; 

 Build a set/props based on their design 

 Execute a performance based on their solution to the 
problem 

 
 

Assessment 
What task(s) will allow students the opportunity to respond to the unit question? 
What will constitute acceptable evidence of understanding? How will students show what they have understood? 

 Informal/formal scoring sheet on presentation 

 Evaluate scores to improve performance in the future 
 

Differentiation 

How will differentiated instruction be incorporated into the unit? 

 Hands-on activities 

 Modality-satisfy the multiple intelligences 

 
 

http://www.p21.org/documents/P21_Framework_Definitions.pdf


Stage 2: Backward planning: from the assessment to the learning 

activities through inquiry 

Content Standards 

What state content standards are to be addressed? 

http://www.njcccs.org/Worldclassstandards.aspx 

9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills All students will demonstrate the creative, critical 

thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both 

global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 

A. Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 

9.1.4.A.1. Recognize a problem and brainstorm ways to solve the problem individually or 

collaboratively.  

9.1.4.A.2. Apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills in classroom and family 

settings.  

9.1.4.A.3. Use data accessed on the Web to inform solutions to problems and the 

decision-making process.                                                                                          

9.1.4.A.4. Determine when the use of technology is appropriate to solve 

problems.               

9.1.4.A.5. Evaluate available resources that can assist in solving problems.  

B. Creativity and Innovation 

9.1.4.B.1. Participate in brainstorming sessions to seek information, ideas, and strategies 

that foster creative thinking.   

C. Collaboration, Teamwork, and Leadership 

9.1.4.C.1.Practice collaborative skills in groups, and explain how these skills assist in 

completing tasks in different settings (at home, in school, and during play). 

D. Cross-Cultural Understanding and Interpersonal Communication 

9.1.4.D.1. Use effective oral and written communication in face-to-face and online 

interactions and when presenting to an audience. 

9.1.4.D.2. Express needs, wants, and feelings appropriately in various situations. 

Approaches to Learning 

How will this unit contribute to the overall development of subject-specific and general skills? 

 This unit enables the students to execute their research, planning and building to completion. 

Learning Experiences 

How will students know what is expected of them? Will 
they see examples, rubrics, templates, etc.? 
How will students acquire the knowledge and practise 
the skills required? How will they practise applying 
these? 
Do the students have enough prior knowledge? 

Teaching Strategies 

How will we use formative assessment to give students feedback 

during the unit? 

What different teaching methodologies will we employ? 
How are we differentiating teaching and learning for all? Have we 
considered those learning in a language other than their mother 
tongue? Have we considered those with special educational 
needs? 

 Students will view their score sheet from 
the performance and evaluate 
themselves. 

 Direct instruction 

 Interdisciplinary activities 

 Cooperative learning activities 

 Reinforcement and remediation 
 
 
 
 

http://www.njcccs.org/Worldclassstandards.aspx


Resources 
What resources are available to us? 
How will our classroom environment, local environment and/or the community be used to facilitate students’ experiences during 
the unit? 

 Internet 

 Books 

 Problem solving program 

 Materials needed based on yearly program 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Grade 3 and 4 – Junior Gifted and Talented 

Unit Title Spreading the Word 

Time frame Fourth Marking Period (10 weeks) 

21
st
 Century Themes http://www.p21.org/documents/P21_Framework_Definitions.pdf 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration 

Math, Science, Language Arts, Social Studies, Technology 

 

Stage 1: Integrate essential questions, big ideas and learning targets, 

and ensure it can be differentiated and assessed 
 

 

Essential Questions  Big Ideas 

 Can you identify a current 
school/community/state issue? 

 How do we develop and implement a 
realistic solution? 

 What are feedback results? 

 Apply problem solving techniques, 
strategies, and skills to address issues 

 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to; 

 Ask questions, investigate, draw inferences, and 
develop attainable goals that address the current 
issues. 

 
 
 

Assessment 
What task(s) will allow students the opportunity to respond to the unit question? 
What will constitute acceptable evidence of understanding? How will students show what they have understood? 

 Oral participation 

 Individual/group performance 

 End of the year evaluation 

Differentiation 

How will differentiated instruction be incorporated into the unit? 

 Hands-on activities 

 Modality-satisfy the multiple intelligences 

 Interest learning – provide a choice of activities based on their individual strengths 

 
 

 

 

http://www.p21.org/documents/P21_Framework_Definitions.pdf


Stage 2: Backward planning: from the assessment to the learning 

activities through inquiry 

Content Standards 

What state content standards are to be addressed? 

http://www.njcccs.org/Worldclassstandards.aspx 

9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills All students will demonstrate the creative, critical 

thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both 

global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 

A. Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 

9.1.4.A.1. Recognize a problem and brainstorm ways to solve the problem individually or 

collaboratively.  

9.1.4.A.2. Apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills in classroom and family 

settings.  

9.1.4.A.3. Use data accessed on the Web to inform solutions to problems and the 

decision-making process.                                                                                          

9.1.4.A.4. Determine when the use of technology is appropriate to solve 

problems.               

9.1.4.A.5. Evaluate available resources that can assist in solving problems.  

B. Creativity and Innovation 

9.1.4.B.1. Participate in brainstorming sessions to seek information, ideas, and strategies 

that foster creative thinking.   

C. Collaboration, Teamwork, and Leadership 

9.1.4.C.1.Practice collaborative skills in groups, and explain how these skills assist in 

completing tasks in different settings (at home, in school, and during play). 

D. Cross-Cultural Understanding and Interpersonal Communication 

9.1.4.D.1. Use effective oral and written communication in face-to-face and online 

interactions and when presenting to an audience. 

9.1.4.D.2. Express needs, wants, and feelings appropriately in various situations. 

Approaches to Learning 
How will this unit contribute to the overall development of subject-specific and general skills? 

This unit will be a culmination of their prior knowledge of problem solving by creating their own 
solutions to a current school, community, or state issue. 

Learning Experiences 

How will students know what is expected of them? Will 
they see examples, rubrics, templates, etc.? 
How will students acquire the knowledge and practise 
the skills required? How will they practise applying 
these? 
Do the students have enough prior knowledge? 

 

Teaching Strategies 

How will we use formative assessment to give students feedback 

during the unit? 

What different teaching methodologies will we employ? 
How are we differentiating teaching and learning for all? Have we 
considered those learning in a language other than their mother 
tongue? Have we considered those with special educational 
needs? 

 Prior activities and teacher modeling 
 

 Direct instruction 

 Interdisciplinary activities 

 Cooperative learning activities 

 Reinforcement and remediation 

Resources 
What resources are available to us? 
How will our classroom environment, local environment and/or the community be used to facilitate students’ experiences during 
the unit? 

 

 Newspaper 

 Internet 

 Surveys 

 

http://www.njcccs.org/Worldclassstandards.aspx

