
Grade 5 Unit 1 

Unit Title Map Skills 

Time frame 10 weeks 

21
st
 Century Themes 

Integration of 21
st
 Century Theme(s) 

 

 Integrating technology 

 Cooperative groups 
 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration 

 Smart board 

 DVD player 

 Computer Technology:  Internet Websites 

 Social Studies Connection:  maps, continents 

 Language Arts Connection:  reading, writing 

 Music Connection: songs, instruments, dances of regions 

 Art Connection:  Artwork from regions 

Stage 1: Integrate essential questions, big ideas and learning 
targets, and ensure it can be differentiated and assessed 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to; 

 Knowledge and Skills: 

 

In order to understand, students will need to know the location of continents and oceans and 

be able to use a map to locate major countries and cities of the world. 

 

Terms to Know: Hemisphere, Equator, Prime meridian, Regions, Latitude, Longitude, 

Continent, Compass rose 
 

 

Assessment 

BLES Benchmarks: 

SWBAT: 

 Locate places on a grid system 

 Identify and locate continents, oceans, and major features on maps and globes. 

 Draw a map of a familiar area. 

Formative:  

 Observations 

 Teacher questioning 



 Immediate feedback 

Summative: 

 Worksheets 

Other Evidence and Student Self-Assessment: (Project Based Learning) 

 Accuracy and completeness of each students’ map 

Differentiation  

 

 Pair weaker readers with stronger readers 

 Additional activities for those finished early 

Stage 2: Backward planning: from the assessment to the learning 
activities through inquiry 

Content Standards 

NJCCCS: Geography, People, and the Environment 6.1.4.B.1,  6.1.4.B.2,  6.1.4.B.3 
 

Approaches to Learning 

How will this unit contribute to the overall development of subject-specific and general skills? 

The students will develop map skills by: 

 Understanding that maps, globes and other technologies help us learn about the earth. 

 Understanding how the equator and prime meridian are used to navigate the earth. 

 Understanding that the earth is divided into a grid to help us navigate. 
 

Learning Experiences and Suggested Activities 

1. How do we learn about the earth? 

2. Why do we have imaginary lines to create hemispheres? 

3. How do these imaginary lines help us navigate?  

4. Discuss advantages and disadvantages of map versus globe 

5. Focus on location of 7 continents, 4 oceans, equator, prime meridian and hemispheres. 

6. Work in pairs to complete mapping activities.  

7. Color and label parts of the map 

8. Get a bird’s eye view of map. 

9. Draw a map of your neighborhood. 

10. Understanding map symbols and what they mean to us. 

11. Look at various maps and discuss the different symbols and types of maps 

Label the oceans and continents on the map 

 



Resources 

 Resources: 

Student Materials:  

 Individual desk maps 

 Crayons, colored pencils, pencils, scissors 

Technology: 

 Smart board 

 Computer 

Teaching Materials:  

 Wall maps 

 Globe 

 Worksheets 

Teaching Resources: 

 Assign small groups and pairings  

 See additional sheets with lists of books. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Grade 5 Unit 2 

Unit Title Exploring Cultures Around the World 

Time frame 10 weeks 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Integrating technology 

 Cooperative groups 
 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration 

 Smart board 

 DVD player 

 Computer 
 

Stage 1: Integrate essential questions, big ideas and learning 
targets, and ensure it can be differentiated and assessed 

 
 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to; 

 The students will understand that: 

 Many cultural traditions and heritages contribute to our states and nations diversity. 

 Where we live influences how we live. 

Knowledge and Skills: 

 

Students will have a better understanding of different people and countries around the world. 

They will know their place in the world and how that place differs from other locations. 

 

Terms to Know: heritage, influence, traditions 

 
 

 

Assessment 

BLES Benchmarks: 

SWBAT: 

 Develop a respect for cultures different from their own. 

 Compare cultures and point out differences and similarities. 

 Understand we live in a global world. 

Formative:  

 Observations 

 Teacher questioning 



 Immediate feedback 

Summative: 

 Worksheets 

 Individual projects 

 Homework 

 Tests 

 Oral questions 

 Journal Project 
 

Differentiation  

Provide Evidence of Differentiated Instruction 

 Pair weaker readers with stronger readers 

Allow students to revise, refine 

 Tiered Activities and Assessments 

 Hands-on Activities 

 Re-teach and Enrichment Activities 

 Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 

Stage 2: Backward planning: from the assessment to the learning 
activities through inquiry 

Content Standards 

NJCCCS: History, Culture and Perspectives: 6.1.P.D.1,  6.1.4.D.15,  6.1.4.D.18,     

6.1.4.D.19, 6.1.4.D.20   

                  Civics, Government, Human Rights: 6.1.4.A.14, 6.1.4.A.14, 6.1.4  
 

Approaches to Learning 

How will this unit contribute to the overall development of subject-specific and general skills? 

 Engage Students 

 Writing skills 

  Literacy skills 

 

Learning Experiences and Suggested Activities 

12. What factors influence culture over time? 

13. How has my family’s heritage and traditions influenced my current family life? 

14. How am I connected to the past? 

  



 Pre-journal activity and primary source materials 

 

Resources 

 Student Materials:  

 Individual desk maps 

 Crayons, colored pencils, pencils, scissors 

Technology: 

 Smart board 

 Computer 

Teaching Materials:  

 Wall maps 

 Globe 

 Worksheets 

Teaching Resources: 

 Assign small groups and pairings  

 Primary source materials 

 

Additional Resources 

DVD/Video 

Websites 

 http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/seymour/chapter1htm 

 http://www.youtube.com/my_playlists?p=E311E4E2580611C5 

(Immigration Ellis Island 1911; America The Story of Us:  Why do immigrants Come 

to America; America the Story of Us:  Faces of America; The Golden Door – 

Immigration Documentary Part 1; Ellis Island, The Statue of Liberty 1; New York 

City’s Statue of Liberty – 2 Minute Tour; Immigration Through Ellis Island – Award 

Winning Documentary Video Film 

 

National Geographic 

Really Wild Animals  

 Amazing North America 

 Tropical Rain Forest 

 Wonders Down Under 

 

Books 

United States Adventures in Time and Place, McGraw Hill, c 2001 

 

The Statue of Liberty by Myra K. Sobel, Schoolhouse Press, Inc., c 1986 

 

The Story of the Statue of Liberty by Betsy & Giulio Maestro, c 1986 

 

The Story of Ellis Island by R. Conrad Stein, Children’s Press, 1979 

 

The Story of the Statue of Liberty by Natalie Miller, Children’s Press, 1965 

 

Immigrant Kids by Russell Freedman Scholastic Inc., c 1980 

Freedom For All by Janet Palazzo-Craig, Troll 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/seymour/chapter1htm
http://www.youtube.com/my_playlists?p=E311E4E2580611C5


Grade 5 Unit 3 

Unit Title Exploring World Culture through Literature 

Time frame 10 weeks 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Integrating technology 

 Cooperative groups 
 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration 

 Smart board 

 DVD player 

 Computer 

 Social Studies Connection:  maps 

 Language Arts Connection:  literature 

 Music Connection: songs related to literature 

 Art Connection:  Artwork related to literarure 

Stage 1: Integrate essential questions, big ideas and learning 
targets, and ensure it can be differentiated and assessed 

 
 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to; 

 The students will understand that many stories of this genre contain information about the 

location and people of the story and important messages about human behavior and 

relationships. 

 

In reading these tales the students will develop a sense of place, a sense of time, a sense of 

values, a sense of relationships and a sense of culture. 

 

Terms to Know: values, relationship, modern, location 
 

 

Assessment 

 BLES Benchmarks: 

SWBAT: 

 Know that a community’s culture is expressed in part through its stories. 

 Identify cultural perspectives in folktales and legends (ie, Auntie). 

 Value the cultures of various communities. 

Formative:  

 Observations 



 Teacher questioning 

 Immediate feedback 

Summative: 

 Completion of chart for comparing stories. 

Other Evidence and Student Self-Assessment: (Project Based Learning) 

 Individual stories selected, charting, and illustration 
 

Differentiation  

 

 Adjusted assignments, if necessary 

 Pair weaker readers with stronger readers 

 Allow students to revise, refine 

 Hands-On Activities 

 Kinesthetic Activities 

 Re-teach and Enrichment Activities 

 Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 

Stage 2: Backward planning: from the assessment to the learning 
activities through inquiry 

Content Standards 

NJCCCS: History, Culture and Perspectives: 6.1.P.D.2,  6.1.P.D.4,  6.1.4.D.13,     

                                                                         6.1.4.D.20 
                 Language Arts Literacy:  3.1.3 H,  3.1.4F,  3.1.4G 

Approaches to Learning 

How will this unit contribute to the overall development of subject-specific and general skills? 

  Oral proficiency skills 

  Writing skills 

  Literacy skills 

Learning Experiences and Suggested Activities 

Questions 

15. Why are folk tales/fairy tales still important stories for us to read? 

 

Culture as reflected in folk tales 

 Read to class a variety of folktales. 

 Students complete comparison chart after each story. 

 Discuss place, time, values, relationships and culture with each tale. 

 

 

 



Folk Tales from around the world 

 Students will choose a folk tale. 

 Work in groups or with partners 

 Read aloud together in group. 

 Illustrate tale. 

 Gather information on country. 

 

Cinderella stories from around the world 

 Read at least two Cinderella stories as a class. 

 Using the chart – compare and contrast. 

 

 

Resources 

Student Materials:  

 Individual desk maps 

 Atlas 

 Crayons, colored pencils, pencils, scissors 

Technology: 

 Smart board 

 Computer 

Teaching Materials:  

 Wall maps 

 Globe 

 Worksheets 

  Smart board 

 Computer 

Teaching Resources: 

 Assign small groups and/or partners  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Grade 5 Unit 4 

Unit Title What is Culture? 

Time frame 10 weeks 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 

 Integrating technology 

 Cooperative groups 
 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration 

Integration of Digital Tools 

 

 Smart board 

 DVD player 

 Computer 
 

Stage 1: Integrate essential questions, big ideas and learning 
targets, and ensure it can be differentiated and assessed 

 
 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to; 

 The students will understand that each person learns a set of behaviors and beliefs 

from the people they grow up with. 

 Everyone has a culture which shapes how we see ourselves, others and the world. 

 

Knowledge and Skills: 

 

In order to understand culture students will define the concept of culture. They will 

understand that privileges and responsibilities of childhood vary from culture to culture. 

 

Terms to Know: culture, behaviors, perspective, ancestors 
 

 

Assessment 

BLES Benchmarks: 

SWBAT: 

 Show respect and their awareness of another’s culture.  List examples of their own 

culture, ancestors 
 



Formative:  

 Observations 

 Teacher questioning 

 Immediate feedback 

Summative: 

 Worksheets 

 Individual and group projects 

 Homework 

 Tests 

 Oral questions 

 Journal Project 

Differentiation  

 Pair weaker readers with stronger readers 

 Additional activities for those finished early 

 Allow students to revise, refine 

 Hands-On Activities 

 Re-teach and Enrichment Activities 

 Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 

Stage 2: Backward planning: from the assessment to the learning 
activities through inquiry 

Content Standards 

NJCCCS: History, Culture and Perspectives: 6.1.4.D.13,  6.1.4.D.14,  6.1.4.D.17,     
                                                                         6.1.4.D.20 

Approaches to Learning 

How will this unit contribute to the overall development of subject-specific and general skills? 

  Oral proficiency skills 

  Writing skills 

  Literacy skills 

 

Learning Experiences and Suggested Activities 

16. Why is it important to understand culture? 

17. How does where we live affect the way we live? 

18. How is culture passed down over time? 

Everyone has a culture/Everyone is different.  Who are you? 

 Ancestors 

 

 



Modern Culture – comparing cultures of past with now 

 View people from different cultures around the world. 

 List and discuss their favorite belongings in conjunction with Journal Project. 

Cross Cultural Understanding 

 Students identify themselves as members of  many different groups 

Cultures around the world 

 Looking at ourselves and others. 

 Research activities – clothing, food, and  holiday traditions in conjunction with 

Journal Project 

 

Resources 

Student Materials:  

 Individual desk maps 

 Crayons, colored pencils, pencils, scissors 

Technology: 

 Smart board 

 Computer 

Teaching Materials:  

 Wall maps 

 Globe 

 Primary source hand-outs 

 Bulletin Board Materials 

 

Additional Teaching Resources: 

DVD/Video 

National Geographic 

Really Wild Animals  

 Amazing North America 

 Tropical Rain Forest 

 

Books 

 Braman, Arlette. The Inca. Hoboken, New Jersey: John Wiley and Sons Inc., 2004. 

 Doherty, Gillian. Peoples of the World. Tulsa, Oklahoma: EDC Publishing, 2009. 

Folktales 

      The Talking Eggs 

      Tonwega and the Eagles 

      A Wave in Her Pocket 

      Breaker’s Bridge 

 


